
 

Access for All: Leonard Riggio’s Landmark Gift to KCC 

  

“It’s not fame or fortune which defines us, but our dreams.  Don’t ever let anyone take your dreams away.  Be 
tough.  You’re from Brooklyn.” – Leonard Riggio 

As the keynote speaker for Kingsborough Community College’s (KCC) 54th Commencement Address, Leonard Riggio, 
Founder and Chairman of Barnes and Noble, Inc., did far more than just move the audience with stirring oratory.  He 
made a $1 million pledge to establish the “Class of 2019 100 Strong Scholarship”, which will provide full tuition 
support for two years to 100 Kingsborough students.  

A leading philanthropist and pioneering entrepreneur, Mr. Riggio believes that affordable, high-



https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/colladvancement/DonateNow.html

