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Unfortunately, even Kumar’s exceptional talent and diligence could not insulate him from the #1 obstacle 

community college students face: financial adversity. “My parents were so proud of me, because by attending 

Kingsborough I was reaching for a dream no one in my family had ever achieved. But I do not come from a 

wealthy family, so they were unable to help me financially.”  

As a nursing major, Kumar’s road to graduation was particularly daunting, as the rigors of the program take an 

exceptional toll on both time and finances. While students majoring in other disciplines may have the time to 

pursue employment, nursing students like Kumar seldom do, as the program extends far beyond the 

parameters of the school-day to include lab and clinical work.   

Thankfully, a lifeline was within reach. 

Through the KCC Foundation, Kumar received scholarships that allowed him to better pay tuition; afford 
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